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beginning to cause widespread consternation and alarm.
In the midst of all these embarrassments the king died
in June, and his death was followed in due course by a
dissolution of Parliament. Before the polls were opened
the Revolution in France had broken out. It was
caused by the arbitrary measures of Polignac, who was
understood to possess in a peculiar degree the friendship
and confidence of Wellington. The famous Ordon-
nances which drove Charles X from the throne were
signed on 25th July. Within a week the king had
abdicated, and within a fortnight the Provisional
Government had proclaimed Louis Philippe king of the
French. The Revolution in the Netherlands, which
resulted in the separation of Holland from Belgium, was
the direct consequence of this movement in France.
The consequences in England were less revolutionary
but not less momentous. Universal sympathy was felt
with the people of France, whose liberties had been
menaced by an impracticable monarch and an obstinate
minister, the friend and almost the creature of Wel-
lington. Accordingly, in the elections held during
August the supporters of the Government lost heavily.
Brougham was elected for Yorkshire, and Joseph Hume,
a Radical and a persistent advocate of economy and
retrenchment, for Middlesex. A brother-in-law and two
brothers of Peel were thrown out. Peel himself found
a seat at Tamworth, formerly represented by his father
and afterwards by one of his brothers. His father had
died in the spring, when Peel succeeded to the baronetcy,
to the family estates, and to an immense fortune. From
the political principles of that inflexible adherent of the
older toryism the son had long drifted away. He had